
STOKE LODGE RAMBLERS CHAIR’S REPORT to the AGM for 2020/21 

When I introduced this report on 31st October last year last year I commented on Covid 19 
making it the most challenging ever in the expectation that 20/21 would be better – how 
wrong I was. Despite the challenges the club has responded magnificently with walks 
starting up as soon as allowed by lockdown and son of lockdown.  

Our membership has been strengthened by several new members but sadly we have lost 

Anne Memery after a long illness and it is great to see Dave here as one of the 
founder members of the club. 

John Salisbury a wise and experienced walks leader died in the winter of 2020 

Gill Day wife of Steve died on 29th September after 15 months of illness and the 
funeral was very well attended by SLR members 

Beryl Reid died recently age 91 after fighting illness for some time. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Malcolm 

Mike Blanchard – husband of member Meryl died after a long illness in the autumn 
and our thoughts are with Meryl and the family.  

Review of the year 
Following last year’s Zoom AGM, we held a Zoom social on 2nd January and an on line 
quiz to make up for cancelling the Christmas Lunch and New Year’s Day walk. We opened 
up again in the spring and summer and thanks to a loyal band of leaders risk assessing 
walks and following Ramblers guidance we maintained a twice monthly pattern of walks 
and Sue O’Hara will report on those later. She will also report that we hope to have a 
printed walking programme in January and hope you can commit to leading with dates 
given to Sue. Particular thanks go to Sue Hazelden for keeping our spirits up with her 
regular newsletter linking to fascinating walks, interesting books, local news and amusing 
stories without which the club was at risk of losing contact with its members.  

We were able to get Peter Insole to talk to us on Zoom about Know Your Place in lieu of 
the Spring Social on 1st May and his talk was exceptional. 

Andy and Lorna organised a super Summer Outing to Dunster and Minehead and blessed 
with good weather most walked the 8 miles with great views of the coast and hills behind. 
The Rohan shop in Dunster did particularly well in sales of walking clothing and the 
Victorian Tea rooms were very popular for tea and scones.  

Fortunately the restrictions were lifted in time for 19 of us to visit The Pines Hotel in 
Swanage from 26th – 29th September and led by Neil and Harry we had a wonderful stay 
with excellent food in a super hotel. Some photos will be on screen after the meeting.  

Thanks to Suzanne 14 of us were able to visit the Botanical gardens on 13th October and 
our guide explained how plants have developed over time and how they adjust to different 
climates in different parts of the world. A fascinating visit.  

Website: thanks to Sue O’Hara and Sue Hazelden for maintaining this vital 
communication, particularly for uploading the adverts for upcoming walks and photos of 
past walks which has become increasingly valuable in the period of the pandemic. The 



system of meeting at the start of a walk, not sharing lifts and starting at 9.30 am has 
worked very well recently.  

Archive: we have now deposited copies of the AGM papers, walks programme and 
newsletters with Bristol Archives for the first 30 years of the club. If you would like to 
access these papers simply book a visit on line and request documents with accession 
number 46490. 

REMINDERS 

Membership fees of £10 per person payable to Liz Hall 

Sign up with Sue O’Hara for walks leading next year 

Sign up with Hilda Ball for places on Christmas Lunch on 2nd December at Long 
Ashton Golf Course: £24 for 3 course and a tip 

Gower 2022: you should have a prospectus from Alan Garner and we would like 
you to commit with a £50 deposit per person by the end of the year, see me with 
any queries 

Donation to Air Ambulance: proposal from a member to donate £200 (more from Liz 
under Treasurer’s report) 

Insurance taken out after HF stopped offering their insurance to walking groups. 
(more from Liz under Treasurer’s report) 

So long and thanks for all the fish – as the Dolphins said as they left the earth just 
before it was demolished in Douglas Adams “Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy”.  

In Summer 2016 Neville and Felicity Brewis left Bristol for London and I was asked to 
temporarily Chair the committee that I had joined earlier that year, until the AGM could 
elect a new chair. Neville was a hard act to follow. Over the last 5 years I have enjoyed the 
friendship, great walks and unusual social events such as the Funky Farmer and Arnos 
Vale cemetery enormously. The major responsibility was organising the autumn holidays 
(learning how to do it from Neville at Haytor 2015 then organising St Ives 2016, 
Crickhowell 2017 (30 attended), Willersley Castle 2018, The Lion Hotel Shrewsbury 2019 
(with collapsing ceilings, 32 attended), 2020 cancelled due to Covid, Pines Hotel in 
Swanage 2021 (19 members). All these trips have been great fun and walks have been 
memorable as has been the fellowship you have shared with Margaret and me. My 
personal capacity for leading walks has shrunk rapidly from 15 miles on the Brecon 
Beacons to 5 miles on the flat due to knee and hip problems and the club will benefit from 
younger and fitter leaders taking over.  

We have been blessed with outstanding committee members over this time who willingly 
share the load and in particular regularly plan and lead exciting walks. In stepping down 
after 5 years as Chair I hope to continue as an active member of the club and when my hip 
is repaired join you on longer walks again.  


