
SLR Walks Coordinator’s Report for the AGM, 31st October 2020 

It is good to meet everyone, albeit virtually. I am sure everyone will agree that it is a 
year like no other. For many of us, walking has been an essential part of maintaining 
our physical fitness, sanity and social connectedness, besides keeping us aware of 
the beauty of the natural world around us. 

Since the National Lockdown imposed on 24th March in response to the growing 
threat of the Covid-19 pandemic, many other group activities have moved online, 
remain there and are likely to continue thus for another 6 months or so, until next 
spring or beyond. Walking groups are one of the outdoor activities which have been 
able to resume under certain Covid secure conditions. 

Thanks to... 
Since the beginning of Lockdown, our website has been the only way for 
communication within the Club as a whole, particularly as regards forthcoming walks.  
So, I am especially grateful to Sue Hazelden and Sue O’Hara for their 
responsiveness and ongoing commitment to keeping the website active and up-to-
date.  

My thanks, too, to the many walks leaders, who have continued to offer and lead the 
most enjoyable and varied walks during the past year. We welcomed Deb and Dave 
(from Bath) and Sue Haslingden as new leaders. 

Thank you to Gordon, Hilda, Sue Hazelden, Sue O’Hara, Suzie and all the other 
photographers who have supplied us with a wonderful archive of photos on the 
website as a reminder of our walks. These should cheer and encourage us on the 
gloomiest winter days. 

Since the last AGM – half a lifetime away! 
In the almost five months from the last AGM until Lockdown, our Walks Programme 
continued as usual, with a printed programme offering two weekend walks and two 
Thursday walks per month. These walks were well-supported by 10-18 walkers on 
each walk, in general.  

It seems strange to think that, at the end of January and at the end of February, Sue 
Hazelden and I led two city centre walks which would have been difficult, risky or 
impossible since then:- namely two sections of the Bristol Bridges book. These walks 
were well-supported by walkers of all abilities; we used public transport and each 
walk ended with a pub lunch. The last two of these elements have passed out of our 
collective lives since then. 

Resuming group walks in July. 
On a much more positive note, following guidance from Ramblers and Sport 
England, we were able to resume group walks in July, providing we followed the 
guidance about Covid compliance. The first walk after we were given the green light 
was Sue O’Hara’s walk from Uley on a perfect summer’s day. We ended the walk 
with take-away ice creams from the Crown Inn, consumed in the shade on the village 
green. 



From July onwards, walks have continued mainly on Thursdays and either Saturdays 
or Sundays. The group size has been decided by the leader, very largely determined 
by available parking at the start point for each walk. (Car-sharing between different 
households is not encouraged during the pandemic, neither is the use of public 
transport as a group.) To be Covid-compliant, places on all walks must be pre-
booked with the leader, who holds a register of the names and contact details of all 
walkers for 3 weeks, in case of need by NHS Test and Trace. 

Overall, since we were able to resume group walks, there have been as many, if not 
more, walks per month than formerly and, in general, walks have been very well 
supported.  

Start times for walks. 
At the last AGM, it was agreed that we would start all walks by meeting at Cross 
Elms Lane at 9.30 am (not at 10 am on Thursdays). The earlier start seemed to work 
well until Lockdown. Since July, we have operated on no car-sharing and driving 
direct to the start point of the walk for a 10 am walk start. It seems to be generally 
agreed that this earlier time is preferable. In summer, the walk is underway before 
the heat of the day; in winter, better use will be made of available daylight. In 
addition, on weekdays, we are often arriving back into Bristol ahead of afternoon 
peak traffic. 

The near future. 
For some time to come, we shall need to remain attentive to local and national Covid 
advice and restrictions but, despite this, let us hope that we shall be able to continue 
walking together. 

I am now, belatedly, standing down as Walks Coordinator, having done my stint for 
some seven years (I think).  Again, I thank all walk leaders, past and present, for 
their support and I wish you all good health and good walking! 

 

Margaret Ruse, 

24/10/2020 

 

Update at 7pm on 31/10/2020. Re  Covid situation nationally. 
As our AGM started, the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, announced on BBC 
Television that, subject to approval by Parliament, there will be a nation-wide 
Lockdown in England from Thursday, 5th November for at least 4 weeks ie at least 
until December 2nd. As I understand it at present, outdoor exercise will only be 
permitted as a household group plus one additional person. 

So, until we have further clarification from Ramblers about the position as regards 
“organised physical activity” in groups, we must assume that all group walks are 
suspended until further notice. (The only exemption mentioned at the above news 
conference was for team professional sports). 


