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HAPPY 30th ANNIVERSARY 

 

We have lots of exciting walks ahead during the next 
six months, so enjoy the summer everyone.  It’s also 
really exciting that David Hayes is offering to run 
Walks Leader Workshops — see Chairman’s Report. 
 
Davina MacRae 

Newsletter Editor 

 

 

I’ve given a lot of space to our 30th 
anniversary as I feel this is a very special 
year.  Thursday 25th April was a fantastic 
day.  Everything ran like clockwork, all due 
to the exceptional organising by Pat and 
Don Walter and their team of helpers.  
Good weather, walks, company and lunch 
made a perfect day. 
 
As a reminder this Newsletter can be seen 
on the website where all the photos are in 
colour.   

Photos taken by Gordon Wise and Davina MacRae 
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Chairman’s News 
 

My highlights since the last Newsletter have been:- 
* Spring Social – good to see so many of you there to hear 

an inspiring and excellent talk from Sarah Williams 
(daughter of Angela) on behalf of the Smiling Eyes 
International Charity she has set up. 

* 30th Anniversary Celebrations at Tyntesfield – an excellent 
event.   Many thanks go to Pat Walter for her superb 
organisation - see the write-up and photos later in this 
Newsletter and now on the Website. 

 
The Club has just become 
ACTIVITY CLUB members 
of HF Holidays from which 
the club can benefit in a 
number of ways:- free 
public liability insurance, 
lifetime membership, 
support for our annual club 
programme, special holiday 
offers and excellent group 
discount rates amongst 
others. A full list of these 
benefits has now been 
posted on our website on 
the newly formed HF 

Holidays Data page where I will also post their monthly 
Newsletters once I receive them.  If you are interested in 
finding out more about HF please see the insert. 
 
Your committee continues to work hard on your behalf and at 
our last meeting held in May we discussed a number of issues:- 
 
*  Club finances look to be in good shape for the year ahead. 
* Plans for the 2013 weekend away at the HF hotel in 

Dovedale in October (11th to 14th) are now well advanced 
and we have 40 people signed up to go. See attached note 
from Davina for balances owed. 

* Date of our AGM now fixed as Saturday 26th October - see 
note below from Sue Hazalden. 

* Date and Venue for Xmas walks and meal fixed as 
Thursday 12th December at the Winterbourne Grange Hotel 
– thanks to John Hollyman, Gordon and Wendy Wise for 
arranging venue and walks - more details in the Autumn 
Newsletter. 

* Development of Club’s website – 2 extra pages now added 
for 30th Anniversary photos and HF Holidays information – 
enjoy at:-   www.stokelodgeramblers.wordpress.com  
The site had 150 “hits” in the 2 days following my e-mail 
shot to members about the 30th anniversary photos. 

* Can I also remind members that if they are booking with 
Ramblers Holidays, to inform us as we qualify for a small 
donation to Club Funds. 

 
* Stop Press — one of our most experienced walks leaders, 

David Hayes, is offering to train/mentor new walks leaders 
by holding Leaders Workshops on the skills of map and 
compass reading to include field work.  Please let me know 
if you would like to be involved in this initiative 

 
HIGH PRIORITY:- If you would like to get more 
involved in organising club activities (especially any of 
the newer members) please can you get in touch with 
me or any of the other committee members. We are 
especially looking for people to help out with co-
ordinating our Thursday walks, our social activities and 
in becoming Walks Leaders. 
 
Neville Brewis 
Chairman 

Social Evening on Saturday 23rd March 
 

There were forty seven members of SLR at our annual 
social which once again was an enjoyable and successful 
evening.    
 
Sarah Williams introduced the evening by telling us that 
she had been included in the Happy List in the 
Independent on Sunday on 22 April 2012.  The Happy 
List is a celebration of 100 outstanding people who make 
this country a much better place.   She then gave us all 
an entertaining and descriptive narrative of all the things 
she has been doing during the last 25 years.   
 
Whilst visually impaired and having Marfan Syndrome, 
Sarah has travelled to many European and Third World 
countries, working with street children, orphanages, 
refuges, blind children etc.   She always takes her 
accordion on her travels to entertain the children and she 
even visits prisons, much to the delight of the prisoners! 
 
She has had her guide dog Ozzie for 10 years but in 
February 2011 she had a pioneering operation at 
Moorfield Hospital in London which enabled her to 
improve her sight.  In 2009 Sarah set up her own charity, 
Smiling Eyes International, where she raised money by 
public speaking to give to a variety of charities by doing 
various challenges.  When she gave the talk she had 
given £22,000 to 99 charities and she has completed 122 
challenges.   Some of the challenges include an Arctic 
trek, cycling across Great Britain, climbing Ben Nevis and 
Snowden, singing at Wembley and in the Royal Albert 
Hall, flown a helicopter, an aeroplane a glider and a tiger 
moth, driven 2 tanks and driven the Avon Valley Steam 
Train. 
 
Sarah would like to thank all those who contributed on 
the evening towards raising £185 - this included £30 
from SLR.  She has now given £150 to the Ellen McArthur 
Cancer Charity and the remainder of the money will go 
towards her next charity which is the RNIB Sunshine 
House School in Northwood where Sarah taught Braille 
for 7 years. 

 
Davina MacRae 

Change of date and venue for AGM 
 
We have usually held our AGM on the Friday in the 
autumn half-term holiday, however as this falls in 
November we felt this was too late for finalising the walks 
programme and meeting printing deadlines for the Winter 
newsletter. 
 
We have therefore booked the AGM for Saturday 26th 
October, and as St Mary's is not available on that date 
we are moving to Highgrove Church, in Highgrove, Sea 
Mills (just above the Sylvan Way traffic lights). 
 
Sue Hazeldon 
Secretary 



THE BRISTOL POST -  Thursday 25th April 
30th Anniversary Celebration at Tyntesfield  

 

Stoke Lodge Ramblers was set up by Pat and Don Walter after 
they placed an advert in a newsletter and on a notice board in 
the area. 

 
 
They were then in their 40s and wanted to explore Bristol and 
further afield in an informed way by studying the history of the 
area along the way.  Other walking topics included the churches 
of an area, its wildlife and its flowers. 
 
Thirty-two people attended the first meeting and on Thursday 
many members of the original group attended for the celebration 
at Tyntesfield in Wraxall. 
 
Most members are now in their 70s and 80s, as well as two 
members – David Legg and Dorothy Morris – in their 90s.   Three 
members even attended yesterday's events in wheelchairs with 
carers. 
 
Over the years the group has walked all around Bristol, as well 
as further afield including the Mendips, the Cotswolds, and the 
Black Mountains.  The group has even taken trips abroad to 
Austria, the Sevennes, French Alps and Provence. 
 
Members also take a weekend away together once a year – they 
have visited Llangollen, last year they went to Llandrindod Wells 
and this year they are off to Derbyshire. 
 
The group meets weekly in Cross Elms Lane, Stoke Bishop and 
runs three different length walks so that all members can 
participate.   These include an eight mile, a five mile and a three 
mile walk led by members. 
 
Mr Walter, now 78, yesterday led an eight-mile circular route 
around Tyntesfield. 
 
Mrs Walter, now 77, told the Bristol Post: "We have had such a 
great time over the years.  We have made many great friends 
and have managed to stay together all this time.   When we 
started the group in our 40s we never thought it would continue 
for 30 years – we are now in our late 70s and have some 
members in their 90s.  We have gone all over the country 
together and even further afield. 
 
"Now that we are getting older we have also developed a social 
arm of the group, where we do theatre trips and visit houses and 
gardens. The group is still going strong and we hope to continue 
for more years yet." 
 
Article written by Rachel Gardner, Bristol Post 
 

Photo taken by Barbara Eviripidou, Bristol Post  

Reflections on the Anniversary Celebration 
 
On an overcast, but dry and pleasantly cool April day, the 
Club celebrated the 30th Anniversary of its founding. 
 
Making an earlier-than-usual start (8.00am) from its Cross 
Elms Lane meeting point, the first of the walking parties 
(those going on the “A” walk) left for Tyntesfield Car Park to 
be followed in turn shortly afterwards by the “B” and “C” 
walks parties.  Assembling in the Car Park, each party then 
left on its chosen walk:- 
 
Don Walter, leading the “A” party of 11 walkers, set off on 
an 8 mile circuit taking in Bourton Combe and Barrow Court. 
The “B” party of 12 walkers, led by David Hayes, left shortly 
afterwards on a 6 mile walk to Failand, returning by a route 
skirting “The Downs School”.   The “C” party, numbering 21 
walkers and led by Pat Mannell, ascended the hill backing 
the House and completed its 2.5 mile walk, returning 
through woodlands to “The Orangery”. 
 
Meanwhile, back at the Cow Barn Restaurant, Pat Walter, 
(who had organised the post-walking part of the celebration) 
– with the help of Margaret Nicholls – was busy checking 
everything in the Restaurant and welcoming the 14 non-
walkers.  Arrangements had also been made to receive 
several Founder Members, including two now using wheel-
chairs.   

 
Assembling in the 

Restaurant, 56 Members 

enjoyed a delicious Chicken 

and Lamb Kebab cold 

buffet, followed by a 

selection of Fresh Fruit 

Salad, Eton Mess Sundae 

and Chocolate Brownies - 

each with its appropriate Clotted Cream or Chocolate Sauce 

accompaniment. The National Trust Catering Staff members 

were to be congratulated on their excellent service. 

Reminiscing on the founding of the 

Club, Don summarised the 

circumstances of its inception. 

Resulting from an advert posted by Pat 

on the Stoke Lodge Notice Board and a 

response by 30 people, it was decided 

to call a meeting on March 3rd 1983.   

At that meeting several of those 

attending arranged to meet and walk together. Later, in the 

October, it was decided to form a Club of like-minded 

walkers and, at its inaugural meeting, a Committee was 

formed with Don as its Chairman 

Over the years, and a succession of Chairmen and 
Committee Members, the Club has grown in membership 
numbers and in the variety of its walking and social 
activities.   In its 30 years, the Club has chalked up a 
number and wide range of “Firsts”:  a Car Treasure Hunt and 
a Club weekend (1984); Coach trip (1986); Foreign holiday 
(1987); Mid-week walks (1988); Christmas lunch (1990); 
Linear walks (1990) – to name but a few, and many of these 
activities continue to this day. 
 
Don concluded his reminiscence with a vote of thanks to 
those who had served and were serving the Club on  
       cont’d.. 



 

Don’s post Tyntesfield notes 
 

• No doubt I missed several “firsts” in my talk at Tyntesfield but 
Claire Jarrett’s “Bristol City Walk” on 8th January 1984 was the 
first urban walk.  In subsequent years she took us to 
Gloucester, Tewksbury, Bradford on Avon and Bath. 

 

• I failed to mention all the walks leaders and event organisers 
without whom Stoke Lodge Ramblers could not have existed. 

 

• We have received various kind messages following the 
Tyntesfield gathering and are very grateful for them, but the 
event reflected ideas and help from several members – Davina 
MacRae (location), Sue Bartlett (circulation of memorabilia 
and cakes), Margaret Nicholls (meetings with restaurant 
management and help on the day), David Hayes and Pat 
Mannell (walks and music). 

 
 •  I feel that I did not speak enough about the future.   

Inevitably an anniversary makes us look back, and the Bristol 
Post article and photograph confirms that many of us are not 
in the first flush of youth.  People who are now the age that 
we were in 1983 are joining the club and Stoke Lodge 
Ramblers will become theirs.  We must make sure that we do 
not stand in their way and that they feel they can create the 
fun and excitement which we enjoyed.  Most important is the 
friendship which has always existed in our group, and if that 
can be passed on to subsequent generations we will have 
succeeded. 

 

Don Walter 

 A Visit to the Museum of Art History, 
Design and Live Art Theatre 

 
21 Park Row, BS1 5LY 
Monday 21 October 2013   10.30am 
No entrance fee but a donation would be welcome. 
Book with Pat Walter on 9682281 by 30 September. 
 
Have you ever seen the earliest map of London showing 
the sites of the Globe and Rose theatres which were built 
on former bear baiting pits?  Well here it is, together with 
the early drawings of the Globe that were used in the 
reconstruction of the theatre. Also to be seen, and more up 
to date, is the programme and early newspaper cuttings of 
Judy Dench’s first major role when she was just out of 
Drama school.  Then there is one of the early 1766 coin 
like discs, which were mentioned during our visit to the Old 
Vic, which gave unlimited access for a lifetime to the Bristol 
Theatre to those who donated £50. 
 
Just a taster of the type of material that has been collected 
here, which we shall see as we sit at a table passing round 
objects from the collection as their significance is 
explained.   But because people come from all over the 
world to do research here the building is only open to 
groups on Monday morning and then only to a small 
number. So the 12 places will be allotted on a first come 
first served basis.  Followed by lunch nearby for those who 
choose. 
 
Pat Walter 

 
 

The Back Marker 
  

Before setting off on a walk it is the leader's responsibility to 
appoint a back marker and (in theory at least) to provide him/her 
with a whistle. 
  
On a recent walk I persuaded my backmarker to wear the 
fluorescent vest which I carry in my car boot. This had several 
notable advantages. First and foremost it provided added safety 
for the group when we were walking along roads. It was also 
advantageous in this respect when we were crossing roads. Lastly 
it was helpful to me in that, on looking back to check, the back 
marker was very easy to see.  
 
I commend the idea to my fellow leaders! 
 
David Hayes 

Key Dates 
 

Monday 21 October 
10.30am  

Museum visit, details as above 
 

Saturday 26 October 
7.30pm 

AGM at Highgrove Church, High Grove, Sea Mills 
 

Thursday 12 December 
Christmas lunch and walks at The Grange, Winterbourne 

So — our weather is really not so bad? 
 
Beryl and Malcolm thought that given the weather so far 
this year, the Club would like to read the following poem 
which they acquired when trekking the Milford and 
Routeburn Tracks on New Zealand’s South Island.  Bear in 
mind that the average rainfall there is a mere 34 feet a 
year, so you see we have actually had a relative drought! 
 

 Rain 
It rained and rained and rained 
The average fall was well maintained 
And when the tracks were simply bogs 
It started raining cats and dogs. 
After a drought of half an hour 
We had a most refreshing shower 
And then the most curious thing of all 
A gentle rain began to fall. 
Next day but one was fairly dry 
Save for one deluge from the sky 
Which wetted the party to the skin 
And then at last the rain set in. 

 

Beryl and Malcolm Read 

Committee and in its Social Activities he expressed the hope that 
younger Members, now joining, would bring with them new ideas 
and, perhaps, introduce some longer and/or more adventurous 

walks to the  programme.  
 
With the cutting of the 
“Birthday” cake - kindly 
baked and decorated by 
Sue Bartlett - our Chairman, 
Neville proposed - with 

raised glasses of ”bubbly” - a toast to “The 
Club” and a most successful and enjoyable 
day was brought to a close.  
 

Kenneth Mewes Photos taken by Reg Biles and Davina MacRae   


