
Stoke Lodge Ramblers

Minutes of 33rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held at Highgrove 
Church, Sea Mills on Saturday 31st October, 2015

Presen
t:

Chairman Neville Brewis

Treasurer Sue Hazelden
Secretary Margaret Ruse
Committee Rosanne Carwardine

Liz Hall
Helen Palmer
Lorna Renshaw

There was an attendance of 43 Members (+ 7 Committee Members).

1) Apologies were received from: Nick and Cheryl Ayers, Pam Porter, John 
and Marjory Salsbury, Ian and Honor Hopley, Jean and Gordon Clarke, Dick and 
Jenny Dennett, Davina MacRae, Sue Keefe, Tony Johnson and Helen Gamsa, 
Cyril Crepin, Nigel and Yvonne Parry-Jones, Janet and Derek Edwards, Alison 
Ranken, Christine Webb, Dorothy Nunn, Peter Doughty, John Andrews, 
Margaret Nicholls, Wynel Rees, Nancy Green, Eddie Basden, Evelyn Russell, 
Derek and Joyce Klemperer, Jean Harries, Tony Pugh. 
      
2)  The minutes of the 32nd AGM held on 25th October 2014 were read, 
approved, and signed as a true record.
Proposer: Sue Bartlett;    Seconder:  Sue O’Hara.

3) There were no matters arising.
 
4)  Chairman's Report (Neville Brewis).  (The presentation can be viewed 
on the website: http://stokelodgeramblers.wordpress.com – on the Newsletter 
page.)
The Chairman’s report took the form of PowerPoint slides and photographs, the
main headlines being:

• The SLR year in Social Events and walks, including: The Christmas Meal 
and Walks at Fromebridge Mill ; Spring Social at Kings Weston House; the
Summer Coach Outing to Teignmouth; the Club Weekend at Haytor 9th-
12th October, 2015. Thanks to all who helped organise social events and 

http://stokelodgeramblers.wordpress.com/


participated in them; thanks to all walks leaders and to all members who 
support walks by their attendance.

• Membership update for the year ending 31st October 2015. 125 
members. 7 new members who joined since the last AGM were 
welcomed by name.

• Newsletters.  Hard copies are produced and printed twice a year 
(Summer and Winter) and online copies (Spring and Autumn), thanks to 
Felicity Brewis.

• This year’s Christmas Lunch and walks will be on Thursday 10th 
December at Kendleshire Golf Club and are being organised and led by 
Gordon and Wendy Wise.

• As yet no one has come forward with an offer to organise and lead a New
Year’s Day Walks and Lunch.

• The Spring Social next year will be held on Saturday 9th April at 
Highgrove Church. The speaker will be Richard Cornock, who runs a 
family farm in Tytherington, Gloucestershire. He will speak on “The 
farming year and the relationship between farmers and walkers”.

• The Summer Outing for next year needs further discussion as to what 
form it may take.

• The annual weekend away is booked for 7th-10th October 2016 at 
Trehoylan Manor Hotel, St. Ives and is being arranged and led by Secret 
Hills Walking (Alan Garner).

The current Committee were thanked for their work and contributions to the 
life of the club. Pam Porter and Chris Budd are standing down as of this AGM 
and proposed new Committee Members will be formally elected later in the 
meeting.

5) Treasurer’s Report (Sue Hazelden)  The audited accounts for 2014-15 
were tabled, audited and signed by Gill Carter, our Honorary Auditor. (This 
report can be found on the website).
Adoption of the accounts: Proposed by Helen Palmer; Seconded by Steve 
Day.

6)  Auditor’s Report  (Gill Carter).
Gill gave a very positive endorsement of Sue Hazelden’s report and accounts.

7)  Walks Coordinators’ Reports (Rosanne Carwardine-Thursday walks;
Margaret Ruse-Sunday walks).
(These reports may be found on the website). In summary, Walks Coordinators 
thanked all those who had led walks during the past year. There had, however,
been some unfilled gaps in the programme, some of which had been filled at a 
late date and the details posted on the website.



A plea was made for new leaders to come forward to offer walks. Help will be 
available in the form of a more experienced person to pre-walk and lead with 
(as necessary), maps and walks books being available on loan.
Numbers of walkers on Thursdays: medium walks 8 or 9 usually; short walks 
10-16.
Sunday walks numbers range from 3 to 17, but 12 probably a good average.

8)  Election of new Committee Members.
Pam Porter and Chris Budd wish to stand down. David McGregor and Dorothy 
Nunn have indicated that they are willing to stand for election.
David McGregor:  Proposer: Lorna Renshaw;  Seconded by Val McLennan.
Dorothy Nunn (in absentia); Proposer: Lilo de Beaufort; Seconded by Sue 
O’Hara.
There being no objections, the above were duly elected to the Committee.

9)  Re-appointment of the Honorary Auditor, Gill Carter.
      Gill is willing to continue in this role. A unanimous show of hands was taken
as endorsement. 

10) Club weekend 2016, St. Ives.
      Neville Brewis outlined the process by which the Committee have already 
decided to propose St. Ives, organised and led by Secret Hills Walking (SHW). A
comparison exercise was done  between SHW, HF and Ramblers. In terms of 
cost, availability on dates we want and flexibility to provide walks which suit 
our needs, SHW won hands down.

11) Any Other Business.
       a) Rosanne wished to have discussion about the future of the Summer 
Outing (questionnaire     previously circulated online). In recent years it had 
become increasingly difficult to find destinations which hold sufficient interest 
for everyone. Discussion inconclusive; to be taken forward by Committee.

b) June Hall wished to advertise a Xmas Market at Bristol Grammar School 
on Saturday 28th November, 10.30 – 4, in aid of St Peter’s Hospice.

c) Lorna Renshaw wished to publicise a concert by the Hotwells Howlers on 
Sat. 28th November at 7.30pm at Westbury-on-Trym Parish Church.

d) Sue O’Hara made a heart-felt plea for the AGM to start earlier next time 
(so that we could eat earlier)—a feeling endorsed by those present !

e) Don Walter raised the issue of whether/how we keep in touch with long-
standing members/ex-members, once they are no longer able to be 
active.  

The business Meeting closed at 9.00 pm, with thanks to Sue and Paul Hazelden
for hosting the AGM in their church.  An American supper followed. 



Margaret Ruse.
(Secretary)

8th November 2015.


