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Editor’s Note 
 
The wonderful thing about our club is that once a member 
always a member!  As we all continue to mature in years and 
find we are not able to walk so far or perhaps not at all, we still 
have the opportunity of meeting up at least twice a year either 
at the AGM or the social.    We had a great get together at this 
year’s AGM and we look forward to seeing many of you again 
at our social.  Of course there are other opportunities when we 
can renew/continue our friendships - this could be on the 
Christmas walk/lunch, the New Years Day walk/lunch, the 
coach outing in June and, of course, the club weekend away in 
October.    
 
Sadly members pass away and it is of great sorrow to us all 
that Len Hall died on 22nd November - a much loved and 
popular member of the club and well known for his wit - he will 
be greatly missed.  Our thoughts go to June and the family.  
Please see contributions from members at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
Jean Sutcliffe has written an obituary for Doreen Wybourne 
who used to be a keen walker before she moved from Bristol to 
be near her family. 
 
Having decided to take a break from organising the club 
weekends away I was very touched to be presented at Peveril 
of the Peak with some very generous garden vouchers and 
Simon Jenkins latest book, “England’s 100 Best Views” - I thank 
you all for this gift.  I now look forward to the next weekend 
break in Lulworth Cove being organised by our Chairman, 
Neville Brewis. 

 
Davina MacRae 

Key Dates 
 

Saturday 22 March 
7.30pm  

Club Social at St Mary’s Church 
 

Saturday 15 June 

Coach outing to Ludlow and its Secret Gardens 
 

Friday 10—Monday 13 October 
Club weekend at Lulworth Cove 

 

Saturday 25 October 
AGM at Highgrove Church, Sea Mills 

Chairman’s Remarks 
 
Hello everyone 

 
The club’s two key activities over the last three months have 
been:- 
1) Annual weekend holiday 11th to 14th October in 

Dovedale, Derbyshire 
42 members enjoyed a great weekend again superbly 
organised by Davina MacRae - see David McGregor’s 
write up of the weekend below. 
 

2) The Club’s AGM on Saturday 26th October at 
Highgrove Church Hall in Sea Mills 

  There was a really good turn-out with over 60 members 
attending, with lots of positive comments about the 
venue and the evening. Thanks again go to Sue Hazelden 
and husband Paul for hosting the evening.  Details of the 
meeting are now posted on the website’s Newsletters 
page.  

 
We said goodbye to Don and Pat Walter and to John 
Hollyman from the old committee and were able to 
welcome new committee members Helen Palmer and 
Chris Budd.  We also thanked and said goodbye to John 
Goulding for all his many years of auditing our accounts - 
he was presented with a suitable bottle!  Gill Carter has 
kindly offered to take over as our Auditor.   
 
The Walks Programme is now being arranged by Rosanne 
Carwardine (Sunday walks) and Margaret Ruse (short 
and medium mid-week walks) and they each have the 
new title of “Walks Co-ordinator”.   

 
The new committee held its first meeting in mid-
November with the following plans and actions arising:-  

 
* New Year’s Day 2014   Lunch and Walks 

This has now been arranged by Helen and Chris at the 
Swan at Tytherington – see their input below for details. 

 
* Spring Social - Saturday 22nd March 2014 

Thanks go to Rosanne Carwardine for organising the 
evening - see full details later. 

 
* Reminder of discounts at local outdoor clothing 

shops 
As an affiliated Walking Club we are eligible for discounts 
at a number of local retail outlets when buying new boots, 
coats etc.  Normally our Walks Programme will suffice as 
evidence but if not I have our Ramblers Affiliated Club 
Card which members can use. I know that both Cotswold 
Outdoor and Taunton Leisure give a 15% discount. 

 
cont’d/.. 



* Walks leadership workshops  
These are now being run by David Hayes - the aim being 
to find and train new walks leaders. In support of this 
initiative the committee has decided that we need a small 
“library” of local Explorer maps and map case(s) for the 
new leaders to access and use.  We intend to use the 
money given to the Club when members book Ramblers 
Holidays.   
 

And finally …… 
* Annual Weekend holiday 2014 with HF Holidays.      

This will be over the weekend of 10th to 13th October 2014 
at the stunning location of Lulworth Cove in Dorset – 
please see the enclosed letter for more details along with 
the usual booking form. 

 
Have a great Christmas and enjoy your walking. 
 

Neville Brewis 
 

Treasurer’s  Report 
 

It was a great relief to report to the AGM that we ended the 
2012-13 financial year with just over £1000 in the coffers, after 
the relatively shaky start to my second year as treasurer.  Even 
better was the pleasing number of people who had either paid 
their subs before the AGM, or came bearing cheques or cash – 
91 members had renewed by the end of the evening, and after 
jogging a few memories we are now up to 114, very close to 
last year’s final membership. 
 
The AGM itself seemed to go very well, with nearly 60 
members present, and we hope to return to Highgrove Church 
in 2014, on Saturday 25th October – please put the date in your 
diary.  
 
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays have sent us £50 for our 
involvement in The Walking Partnership: members can 
nominate us when making bookings, and we receive a donation 
to go towards developing walking. We’re using this money for 
maps and other equipment which can be lent to Walk Leaders, 
especially new ones.  
 

Sue Hazelden 
 
 

Are you in the E-Generation? 
 

We will always continue to post mailings to any member who’d 
like them that way, but it seems there are a few who would 
prefer to get everything by email. If you’re one of them, 
please let your secretary and treasurer know: 
margaret.ruse@btinternet.com and sue@hazelden.org.uk 
 
It would become very fiddly to send some things by email and 
some not, so please only ask for this if you don’t mind either 
reading everything online or can print out the things you’d like 
to have handy even if your computer isn’t switched on …  
 

Sue Hazelden 

New Year’s Day Walk and Lunch  
The Swan, Duck Street, Tytherington, GL12 8QB 

 

Map: EXP 167, LR 162  Grid Ref. 668883 
         Meet at Cross Elms at 10.00 am    

Chris’s mobile on the day: 07973 811511  
Helen’s mobile on the day:  07505 130768 

 
Two walks will be available - approximately 2 miles and 4 miles 
- starting from The Swan at Tytherington. The plan is to start 
walking at 10.30 am and to eat at The Swan (which will be 
offering its standard, comprehensive menu) at 1.00 pm. There 
is a good sized car park at the pub, and they are happy that we 
should leave the cars there in the morning. 
  
To book lunch please ‘phone or e-mail either Chris - 01454 
616267, chris.budd@blueyonder.co.uk or Helen - 0117 968 
3620, helenpalmer4@yahoo.co.uk by Sunday 22 December 

with your choice of menu which is available on the Club’s 
website.   Go to the News Update section - ignore the first page 
where it mentions Sunday lunch!  Please choose from the 
second page which is the à la carte menu for that day. Hard 
copies are available from Chris upon request.  It would also be 
useful to know which walk you are intending to go on; do join 
us for lunch though even if you don’t want to walk. 
 
We hope to see you there - even if stuffed to the gunwales 
with mince pies and turkey! 
 

Club Spring Social at St Mary’s Church Hall, 
Stoke Bishop  

Saturday 22nd March at 7.30pm 
 

American supper - bring a savoury  
Sweets provided by the Committee 

 

Our speaker will be Mandy Leivers, the Avon Gorge and 
Downs Biodiversity Education Officer, who will talk about 
their Wild Life Project.  Mandy is probably well known to 
many of you for her commitment and very interesting talks 
about the Downs.  
 
Cost:  £3 which includes the first glass of wine or soft drink.
    

  

Sunday 25th April - Waterfalls Walk Powys 
10 miles - 5 hours including stops for photos and lunch 

 
Due to distance and light restrictions we will leave Cross Elms 
at 8.30am rather than the usual 9.30am.  It is over 70 miles 
drive and the terrain is rougher and more strenuous than some 
Sunday walks. 
 
After a drive to Neath and parking at the Waterfalls Centre, the 
first section to Pont Melin-fach is on an excellent path. The rest 
of the trail is arduous with several steep climbs of 50m and one 
of 500m up a very stony track. The return route from Sgwd yr 
Elra is very wet as you walk behind the waterfall - you must 
wear a cagoule and I also advise gaiters.  The route is more 
like Lake District paths than Somerset meadows! 
 
The walk is dominated by a series of rivers, Mellte, Heptse, 
Pryddin and Nedd Fechan cutting steep gorges and coming 
together in the river Nedd below Pontneddfechan and waterfall 
views are magnificent in most weathers - a photographer’s 
paradise! Please ‘phone to let me know if you can come - 
950 7508. 

 
David McGregor 

New Members 
 

The Club welcomes the following new members:  
Roger Harvey, Robert Murphy, Toby O'Hara, Duncan Pepper 
and Alison Shaw 



University of Bristol Theatre collection 
 
Thanks to Pat Walter, ten of us spent a most worthwhile morning 
at the Park Row University of Bristol Theatre collection, the 
second largest accredited museum of its type in the world, the 
first being the V and A in London, and also an internationally 
recognised theatrical resource centre.   
 
In the foyer are two cabinet displays of quirky memorabilia to 
whet your appetite.  As we sat around the table upstairs Jo, the 
curator, passed various artefacts around for us to look at whilst 
providing us with a fascinating outline of their historical 
provenance and unique ‘storyline’.  I, for one, felt privileged to 
view at such close hand pieces of living history, strands of 
human artistic endeavour.  For starters, an original medieval map 
of London, dated 1572, complete with bear-pits!  We moved on 
rapidly to original drawings for the Globe Theatre and drawings 
for the re-construction of the modern day new theatre, to some 
interestingly conflicting news cutting reviews of Judy Dench’s 
first night as Ophelia in “Hamlet” at the London Old Vic in 1957, 
(when she had just left drama school) alongside the prompt 
book!  Amongst other items, we were shown a 1957 Souvenir 
programme designed for a private showing of a selection of acts 
from different Shakespeare’s plays for the Queen and the Royal 
family, an original script for “Tess of the D’Urbervilles” and an 
unusual semi-abstract water colour painting of the interior of the 
Hippodrome, by Marjorie Watson-Williams, daughter of a Bristol 
surgeon, who became a well respected artist in France in the 
1920s as Paule Vezelay and eventually exhibited at the Tate in 
London!   
 
Sixty minutes sped by seamlessly and Jo then gave us a glimpse 
of the massive strong room archives which contain a mind 
boggling quantity of resource material of every kind.  Actress 
Emilia Fox and daughter of Edward Fox visited recently in order 
to glean personal information for her own story in the BBC TV 
series “Who do you think you are”.  
 
Many thanks, Pat, for a riveting morning, and an excellent, 
reasonably priced and very sociable lunch at the Bristol Guild.  
 

Rosanne Carwardine   

All three walks started by dropping into Bradford Dale by 
the river to Alport, where walkers on walk A turned back 
on a separate path; while B and C went on into Lathkill 
Dale stopping at Over Haddon for a break. This village 
originally served Haddon Hall estate and still has workers’ 
cottages. Here the B group split off to head due south 
over the moor to Youlgrave while the C group walked on 
up Lathkill Dale to Cales Dale where they too headed back 
over the fields of Calling Low for Youlgrave covering some 
9 miles.  
 

The two main valleys have historically been redesigned by 
local land owners who formed ‘fishing ponds’ for the 
gentry to use along the river bed, though we suspect the 
farm workers tickled a few trout when the gamekeepers 
were not around. The rivers tend to disappear at times, 
sinking into the limestone bed, only to reappear lower 
down where the rock is less porous. The valleys are 
punctuated by remains of lead workings and hide more 
extensive, modern limestone quarries that are mainly used 
to provide stone for road building.  
 

We visited an old mine with a house built over it (to hide 
it from the tax man) and an intrepid few climbed down to 
inspect the shaft and hidden river. Alan waxed lyrical on 
the virtues of Lathkill Dale, saying he hoped to end his 
days there - (we hoped not in the next 2 days) - but sadly 
it was hard to share his enthusiasm in the steady drizzle.   
 

After another hearty dinner we heard Alan talk of the 
industrial history of Derbyshire and his hope that the dales 
would remain a walkers’ paradise in future years. Alan and 
his team were thanked for their skilful leadership by 
Davina.  Most went to bed early to prepare for the Sunday 
walks but an intrepid few retired to the bar to be asked to 
leave at 11.00pm as the bar staff wanted to go home! 
 

The forecast was for more rain but we were pleasantly 
surprised by Sunday being mainly dry allowing a group of 
over 20 to walk over Lindale, to the top of Dovedale, up 
over Milldale and then down the Manifold to Ilam park for 
a welcome cup of tea. At the park we met the other group 
who had walked up Lindale direct to the park, visiting the 
local church and other sites en route.   
 

The long walk is the classic walk of the southern Peak 
District and lived up to expectations with exciting views of 
rocky outcrops in the 12 Apostles and Ilam rocks, deep 
caves (Reynards and Dove Holes), abundant variety of 
flora and fauna and some wonderful views of the valleys.  

Returning from the park we crossed the stepping stones 
and a hardy 10 were challenged by Paul (shorts) to climb 
the rocky outcrop of Thorp Cloud. After much heavy 
breathing the party reached the summit to be rewarded 
with wonderful views over the hotel and across the 
Southern Peak District.  
 

Damp Days in Derbyshire! 

 
A stalwart band of 42 ramblers made their way north to 
Derbyshire for the annual SLR weekend on 11th October to stay 
at the Holiday Fellowship’s Peveril of the Peak hotel at the 
southern end of Dovedale.  Most arrived in good time to 
complete a local walk to Tissington covering 4 miles and giving 
us the opportunity to meet Alan Garner and his Secret Hills 
Walking Leaders team.  Alan, Paul (shorts), Paul (Brummie) and 
Lesley are well known to those who have been on previous 
weekends and their knowledge of our strengths (and limitations) 
ensured the programme was well tailored to our needs.  
 
Tissington is a ‘chocolate box’ village famed for its Well Dressing, 
though one has to visit earlier in the year to see the wells in all 
their flowering glory. Following the old railway ‘Tissington Trail’ 
back to the Hotel by 4.30pm allowed us to enjoy a cream tea 
before settling into our rooms and then being faced with a large 
‘carvery’ meal of three courses. The sports enthusiasts retired to 
their rooms to see England beat Montenegro by 4:1 while others 
renewed friendships in the lounges.  
 
Saturday dawned very wet and the rain did not let up all day. 
The walkers faced a choice of 3 walks from a common start in 
Youlgrave which is in Bradford Dale.  



 After dinner Davina was thanked for her marvellous 
organisational skills in arranging the very successful weekend 
and presented with gifts to remind her of the event.  Rosanne 
and Wendy had devised a quiz to test knowledge of history, 
sport, map reading and general knowledge. The adjudicators 
were asked to intervene with many accusations of cheating (your 
Chairman may have turned a paper over too early and a further 
committee member was seen looking at another table’s 
answers).  
 
Despite some robust challenges to the question setters, the 
hilarious session eventually closed at 11.30pm with the winners 
sharing some well earned chocolates.  
 
After a hearty breakfast we left Peveril of the Peak with a sense 
of elation that we had successfully completed the walks 
programme despite the weather; been reunited with many old 
friends and met new ones; shared many great conversations and 
looking forward to the weekend next year planned for Lulworth 
Cove area.  

 
David McGregor 

Doreen Wybourne 
1931 - 2013  

 
Many members of SLRs will remember Doreen with 
affection.  I was sad to learn from her daughter that she 
had died peacefully on November 4th.   Doreen was an 
early member of the club, joining very soon after its 
inception.  She was an active and enthusiastic member, 
leading some memorable walks.  She successfully took on 
the role of club secretary for three years from 1991.  
 

A very private lady, but many of us will recall her love of 
walking, loyalty support and friendship.  Doreen introduced 
me to SLRs and how grateful I am!  We shared much 
happiness together on numerous walks, weekends away 
and holidays.   Doreen will be fondly remembered and our 
sincere sympathy goes to her family at this sorrowful time. 

 
Jean Sutcliffe 

Len Hall 
8th November 1927 - 22nd November 2013  

 

So many of us have such happy and amusing stories to tell about 
Len that I thought I’d pass on some of these memories from our 
members.   Len was a lovely, caring person and we shall all miss 
him.  June - we look forward to you continuing to play an active 
part in our club.    
 
Dorothy Morris writes: 
It was a great shock to hear that Len passed away. I was 
privileged to have known him during his time with British 
Aerospace, when he entertained Government guests from 
overseas as the Public Relations Officer. He had such a sociable 
manner and made a good impression on visitors. Latterly Len 
was very involved with Westbury on Trym church, and was also 
a member of the Choral Society. Len will be very sadly missed by 
the Stoke Lodge Ramblers, and his many other friends. 
 
Dick Dennett writes: 
Two recent anecdotes that remind me about Len's sense of 
humour:-  

• Having noted that we shared the same bank, Len 
recounted to me the time when he was invited to his 
branch for a "financial review".  Not wanting to be 
impolite or ungrateful he accepted ………… "Hello Tom, 
I'm Jamie. You don't mind me calling you Tom, do 
you?"  Thomas Leonard Hall replied "no, of course not", 
trying to keep a straight face! 

 

• When I enquired of him whether he liked Mahler's 
music, Len replied "Not really, but he is probably not as 
bad as he sounds!" 

 
An unpretentious and honest man with a successful career in the 
aeronautical industry behind him and a wonderful sense of 
humour who was (as they say) a "gentleman and a scholar"   
 
Sue Bartlett writes: 
Len's long legs left many of us puffing! Sometimes on a short 
walk he would stride off in his 'wellies' uphill, with great 
exuberance, soon a plaintive cry would come from the back, 
"Len, slow down";  he would turn around to find his flock 
straggling behind. Then there was the friendly tease and joke as 
we gathered again. 
 

Len was the most wonderful Ambassador for SLR. He 
spotted new faces, immediately included them with his 
warm friendship and they were soon introduced to his 
wonderful sense of humour. Walks will not be the same 
without his merry banter, he will be so much missed. 
 
Joyce Lance writes: 

On a Stoke Lodge weekend at Selworthy we walked 
through Porlock village in Devon and Len talked to me 
about being brought up in Porlock and I wondered if his 
love of the countryside and walking started here. 
 

I always enjoyed walking with him and his care for others.  
He had such a wide area of interest which we shared and 
which I shall miss greatly. 
 
Rosanne Carwardine writes:   
My abiding, and very fond memory of Len is when, as back 
marker near the beginning of a walk, he befriended me as 
a relative newcomer to SLR.  Len did such a good job of 
engaging me in lively conversation that meanwhile the 
group had completely disappeared from view! On reaching  
a fork in the path Len, completely unruffled and by some 
instinct borne of a true walker, chose the correct route and 
we panted and laughed our way uphill to, fortuitously, join 
up with everyone, who had a good laugh when they heard 
what had happened. It was so typical of Len to ensure that 
a new member was put at their ease, and thereafter we 
would joke about nearly having to invent a walk of our 
own!  Len will be greatly missed.  
 
Pat Walter writes: 

Picture an extremely muddy track between high hedges 
with Len balancing precariously on a fragile tuft of grass 
whilst contemplating his next move, when a voice behind 
him asks "what exactly is meant by 'In the beginning was 
the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God?"  The expression on his face was unforgettable as he 
swiftly contemplated a muddy bath with theoretical 
discussion or a dry clean state and a delayed answer.  I 
didn't have the answer but I do have fond memories of his 
teasing during many other walks about the timing of my 
question. 
 
Don Walter writes: 

Len was a thoughtful, caring but humorous man who gave 
much to Stoke Lodge Ramblers.  He served on the 
committee, but will be remembered particularly for his 
leadership of many well planned Thursday walks.  A true 
friend who will missed by all who knew him" 


