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Editor’s Note 
 
You have another editor!  I have offered to step into the breach to compile the 
Newsletter - how about that for devotion!! 
 
David and Betty Legg have been members of SLR for many years and have given 
much support to the Club.   We are delighted to send our congratulations and 
very best wishes from everyone on the celebration of their platinum wedding.   
Dorothy Morris has written about their party.   Many congratulations also to 
David and Dorothy who both celebrated their 95th birthdays on 22nd August. 
 
Rosanne Carwardine did a tremendous amount of work on the coach outing and 
handled the unforeseen alterations on the day in a calm and commanding way. 
 
A big thank you to Don Walter for all the many hours of work he put into 
co-ordinating and organising the Butcombe Brewery Trail.  This was a linear walk 
which necessitated shuffling of cars and leaders each of the 6 days. 
 
Don Walter will be at his usual table at the AGM and would appreciate leaders 
coming forward to offer dates and walks for the six months from January - June 
2013.  Everyone is encouraged to try and lead a walk and if this is the first time, 
please let Don know and he will endeavour to arrange for someone else to help 
you. It really is great fun! 

 
Davina MacRae 
Newsletter Editor 

 

Key Dates 
 

Thursday 18 October 
7.00 - 9.00 p.m. 

Evening visit to Beer Factory 
 

Friday 26 October 
7.30 p.m. 

AGM at St Mary’s Church 
 

Thursday 13 December 
Christmas lunch and walks 

 

Chairman’s Report 
 
I’ll start with a quick update of some of the SLR activities since my last report given in the Summer Newsletter and then 
I’ll remind you of some items for your diary later this year.  
 
It was pleasing to see so many of you on our annual Coach Outing to Sidmouth on June 17th – see the report on this 
activity later in the newsletter and many thanks to Rosanne Carwardine for organising the whole day.  Plans are already 
starting for next year’s event  
 
We had a very successful Butcombe Brewery Trail which was completed on 5 successive days during August. There 
is a detailed report later in the Newsletter. My thanks go to all involved for making the event so memorable but 
especially to Gordon Wise and John Andrews for their “Car Shuffling” activities and to Don Walter, David Hayes and Dick 
Dennett for planning and leading the walks.  
 
The July to December walks and social programme is now well underway and seems to be running very 
successfully.  Despite the poor weather over the “wettest summer since records began” we have had really good turn 
outs on nearly all of our walks and activities.  Thanks for your continuing support. 
 
Your committee has been busy and at our last meeting at the start of September, we discussed the plans for the AGM 
and American Supper on Friday 26th October at St Mary’s Church Hall starting at 7.30 pm.  Please bring along a 
savoury dish – the committee will be provide the desserts as usual.  We will also be collecting the membership 
subscriptions for next year so bring your cheque books and forms with you! 



Summer Outing to Sidmouth -  Sunday June 17th  

Almost unbelievably we were blessed with excellent walking weather for most of the day.  John Hollyman kept the A 
group at a brisk pace from the Donkey Sanctuary via Salcombe Regis and then along the coastal path to Branscombe 
and Beer, a route with stunning coastal views and two 500 ‘ ascents and descents. Everyone met the challenge with 
spirit and reportedly really enjoyed the walk, especially the welcome sight of the pub at Beer! Margaret Ruse’s scenic 
inland and coastal B walk included an interesting visit to the ancient 12th Century church at the picturesque hamlet of 
Salcombe Regis before descending into Sidmouth along the coastal path. Everyone clearly enjoyed the leisurely pace 
and interest en route. 
 
Despite mud underfoot, the C group set off to cross the pebblebed heathlands of Aylesbeare and Harpford Commons.  
Soon after admiring a lovely display of wild orchids, Don found that paths were obstructed by new barriers and electric 
fences, and the only one going in the right direction ended in a marsh!  This meant crossing through wet, tussocky bog 
to reach firm land and the correct path, leading eventually through orchards to Newton Poppleford and the coach.  Top 
marks to everyone who, battling with tough and arduous walking conditions above their grade, determinedly completed 
the course. 
 
Fortunately, there was time left for a restorative café stop and to take in the elegant Sidmouth Esplanade and environs 
before leaving on the coach. 
 
Many thanks to all 45 members and 2 non-members for supporting this outing, and particularly to the leaders and back 
markers for all their preparatory work and for looking after their groups so well. It was a lovely day out to a beautiful 
part of Devon. 
 

Rosanne Carwardine 

Platinum Wedding Celebration 
 

David and Betty Legg celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary (platinum) on 27th June with a lunch for a few friends at 
St Monica’s in the dining room.  Their daughter, Hazel, was with them but had to rush away early to a retreat prior to 
her ordination at Bristol Cathedral on the following Saturday. 
 
Meanwhile after a short break on their special day they held a tea party for the residents at St Monica’s Court.  Their 
grandchildren and great grandchildren were also present.  Matthew their grandson gave a toast to them which was very 
well received. 
 
They were pleased to have a card of congratulations from the Queen which is now displayed in their lounge.  All went 
well and everyone had a very happy time. 
 

Dorothy Morris 

Welcome to the following new members 
Cathy and Michael Hopcroft   
Margaret and David McGregor  
Liz Hall 

At the AGM we will be electing the new committee for 2013 - if any member would like to get more involved with our 
activities could they please contact me with “expressions of interest”.  We would be especially keen to hear from anyone 
who would like to take over the Walks Organiser role from Don Walter, who has indicated that 2013 will probably be his 
last year in this role. 
 
Outline plans for the Christmas Meal/Walk at Winford Manor Hotel on Thursday 13th December and the New Year’s Day 
walks and lunch are in the process of being organised – more details on these in the Winter Newsletter. 
 
Taunton Leisure in Bedminster are offering us a 20% discount on their walking goods if we can organise an evening 
group visit (minimum 20) to the shop – more on this at the AGM. 
 
I hope you enjoy this “New Look” Newsletter – my thanks go to the new editor Davina MacRae for taking on this task. 
 
Neville Brewis 
Chairman 



Ramblings from a newcomer – later that night (in other words at the very end of the Trail) 
 
What a lovely way to spend a week – well, nearly a week.  And what a magnificent area of the Mendips we navigated.  
I say we, but that was one of the joys; all the hard work of designing the scheme, planning and walking the routes, 
working out the logistics of how we got there and back and organising a very enjoyable social gathering and lunch at 
the end, was done by Don, David and Dick well before the day, and how much I thank them for it.  It left me and I 
think all of us, free to enjoy the trip. 
 
We travelled from Hinton Blewett to Priddy, to Axbridge, to Bleadon, to Rowberrow, to Compton Martin, to Hinton    
Blewett, in 5½ days; there was a 
bit of sliding about in the mud after 
the rain, but on the whole it was 
‘on foot’.  And the weather in the 
main was perfect; admittedly there 
was the low cloud as we left Priddy 
which obscured all but those 
walking within 20 yards, but it 
cleared just as we reached ‘the 
edge of the reservoir itself’ 
overlooking the Somerset Levels 
and there spread out in all its glory 
was everything from Glastonbury 
Tor on the left to Cheddar 
Reservoir below us and of course 
much more in the distance; there 
were also sweat-breaking hauls up 
the hills the following day without 
any breeze at all but all was 

forgiven by the time we took our prolonged break all 
sitting in a row along the edge of the lake itself; and who 
can even remember the torrential storm that battered us 
as we crossed the maize field on Wednesday, and the 
march up the seemingly 25 mile track to the pub? – not 
one.  
 

The views from various high spots were brilliant and 
helped to put the direction of our trail into perspective for 
me; we left the southerly landscape and turned to see 
the north Somerset coast reaching far out towards the 
Atlantic; just around the corner after Crook Peak and 
Wales hove into view with the coast on our side allowing 
us familiar sites from Brean to Weston and further north; 
the northerly panorama the next day gave us  Lulsgate 

The Butcombe Brewery Trail  is a pub-to-pub trail which 
was launched in April 2007 and is a 47 mile circle in the Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty in West Mendip.  The club 
walked the trail over 6 days  - the 1st leg in June and then 5 
legs on successive days in August.   Our thanks go to the 
Three D’s, Don Walter, David Hayes and Dick Dennett 
for initiating, planning and then leading the walks for us, but 
most of all our thanks go to Don for all the logistics and daily 
background work to ensure the success of this trail 

Don Dick 

 The Butcombe Brewery Trail  

David David 

 

 

 

Rowberrow to Compton 

Lunch stop close to Crooks Peak  



Visit to the Bristol Beer Factory, The Old Brewery, Durnford Road, Ashton, BS3 2AW on 
Thursday 18th October, 7.00pm - 9.00pm 

 

Cost £10 or possibly less depending on numbers.         Minimum number 18. 
Book by 4th October with Pat Walter, 1 Coombe Gardens, Bristol BS9 2BT:  Tel: 968 2281  
Cheques made payable to PL Walter 
 
A fuller description of this visit appeared in the Summer newsletter and further details can be found on the website  -
www.bristolbeerfactory.co.uk.   We shall be visiting one of George Ferguson’s projects putting in train the restoration of 
a craft beer factory, once one of many in Bristol.   This is now recognised as one of Britain’s best. 
 
Meet:   Cross Elms Lane at 6.15pm to make up cars as parking is a bit of an issue.  If you are able to offer lifts please 
let me know as it would be helpful in the organising.   
 
For more information ring Pat on 968 2281. 

with its little model planes drifting in and out in perfect silence; and on the Wednesday the tiny white horse on the 
topmost slope, glittering in the sunshine, way over in Wiltshire.   I hadn’t spent much time in the Mendips before; they 
are very beautiful.  There was a lot of green: the ferns, brambles and nettles grown sometimes as high as our arms 
could stretch, the tops of hills with soft lush turf and welcoming seats (let’s forget the boggy one).  The myriad of 
flowers had managed too in this awful summer, the profusion of willowherb, the colossal cow parsley and its smaller 
companion – that delicate lacy white flower, what is its name - I’ll know the pretty little rock rose next time though.  
And I’ll picture for a long time those brilliant powder blue damsel flies, so small and fine, leaving but a smudge on the 
picture as they darted back and forth by the lake, and their larger green relatives motoring purposefully between the 
hedgerows along the lanes - and the occasional buzzard, raven, pheasant gliding, croaking, crashing about the scene.  
So quiet, so elevated - except for the motorway which brought us temporarily back, but it was a brief encounter. 
 
But what else was there on this delightful trip?  I don’t remember a quiet time, no not one.  There was always 
conversation, information, chatter, laughter, wit; never a dull moment.  I felt entertained, educated, and probably 
fooled a few times too and I’ve ended up feeling healthier and happier than I could ever have thought.  One fleeting 
mental picture that still makes me smile: the final day when the intrepid took an ill-advised shortcut, on a horribly 
angled, steep and thickly muddied part, Val, not putting a foot wrong, chewing away at a banana - it holds somewhat in 
the memory.  Thank you all for such a great time. 
  
What I’ll do tomorrow I just can’t imagine....... 
 
Helen Palmer 

Visit to Dewstone Hidden Edwardian Gardens 
 

Nine of us gathered on a morning of some promise at the end of August to find Caerwent, hovering on the Welsh 
bank, between the two Severn Bridges.     We first watched a short video that told us of the creation of the Gardens 
and Grottos in the late eighteen hundreds and how, after WW2, in order to feed Britain the whole area had been buried, 
to allow dairy cattle to graze without tumbling into a Grotto or Lake.   In 2000 the Gardens were rediscovered by the 
owner of the adjacent Golf Course and a slow and careful uncovering began. 
 
At the end of the Eighteenth Century there was a vogue for the magical and mysterious and if your land did not feature 
grottos, pools and rills, it was no matter. Call in Mr Pulham [as they did at Abbott 's Pool] and he was able to enhance 
the landscape, sometimes with natural stone but more often with his creations in what became known as Pulhamite, a 
kind of concrete, moulded and worked to look as natural rock. He created not only waterfalls, rills and pools above 
ground, but mysterious dark tunnels with grottos hung with stalactites underground. It is very hard to tell real rock from 
the artificial and the stalactites have even begun to grow limestone tips from the drip of Welsh water. 
 
We worked our way down through the dark and dripping tunnels out into the sunlight of the beautiful South Garden, 
with views over the Severn. Here were several lakes, one a fishpond, another had been used for swimming. Twisting 
paths followed a small stream crossed by bridges and the sound of splashing water led us to a hidden waterfall.  The 
surrounding trees are magnificent and new planting has blended with these to make a delightful garden with many 
points of interest.   Closer to the House there is a south facing rock garden, a tropical grotto and a fernery linked by 
more underground tunnels. 
 
Thank you Pat for an excellent day out. 
 
Susan Bartlett 


